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1 . The amendment filed 6/30/04 have been entered and made of record. 

2. The Applicant 's argument filed 6/30/04 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive for the following reasons: 

Applicant alleges that " Ceretta fails to teach each and every feature of claim 1 [,]" 
(p. 20, line 5-p. 22, line 1 1 ). The Examiner disagrees. Firstly, Fig. 6 is a display menu of 
the community identifiers and the end user specify whether they would link to receive 
updates. Secondly, Fig. 7 further shows the display of a list of categories (community 
identifiers) for selection by the end user that is tailored to the area of interest (col. 1 1 , 
lines 54-64). Third, there is no definition in the claim that defines "community identifiers" 
different from the Examiner's interpretation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 43-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. 

Claim 43 recites "wherein the descriptive community identifiers in the menu are 
respectively associated with a hierarchy of interest topics, the hierarchy varying 



Application/Control Number: 09/695,830 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2142 

between different descriptive community identifiers and wherein the hierarchy controls a 
sequence in which the interest topics are presented to the user" in lines 1-5. There is no 
disclosure in the specification as originally filed "of the descriptive community identifiers 
in the menu are respectively associated with a hierarchy of interest topics or that the 
hierarchy controls a sequence in which in interest topics are presented to user" and how 
to perform it . 

As to claim 44 recites "wherein the hierarchy is adjusted based on interest topics, 
previously selected by the user". There is no disclosure in the specification as originally 
filed "wherein the hierarchy is adjusted based on interest topics, previously selected by 
the user" and how to perform it . 

5. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "wherein the 
descriptive community identifiers in the menu are respectively associated with a 
hierarchy of interest topics, the hierarchy varying between different descriptive 
community identifiers and wherein the hierarchy controls a sequence in which the 
interest topics are presented to the user" in claims 43-44 (refer to paragraph 4) must be 
shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-2,6-8,20-23,27-29,41-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
anticipated by Ceretta et al ( US Patent 6,370,355 ). 

As to claim 1 , Ceretta discloses a method for interactively providing a specialized 
learning curriculum over a computer network comprising the steps of: 

receiving, from a client computer associated with a user, personal information 
relating to at least one user interest (col. 7, lines 15-40); 

storing said personal information on at least one server computer associated with 
an education content provider (col. 6; lines 53-61 ); 

generating a specialized learning curriculum based upon said personal 
information (col. 2, lines 19-24, col. 10, lines 20-24); and 

displaying said specialized learning curriculum to said user [ a home room is 
displayed to the user (col. 1 1 , lines 23-29)]. 

the steps of displaying a menu of descriptive community identifiers to the user 
(Fig. 6, & Fig. 7 , col. 1 1 , lines 54-64) 

and receiving a user selection of a particular descriptive community identifier (col. 

10, lines 37-42). 

As to claim 2, Ceretta further discloses wherein said personal information 
includes community information generally describing the user [personal information 
includes name, address etc. (col. 7, lines 15-22)]. 
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As to claim 6, Ceretta further discloses wherein said personal information further 
includes interest topic information more specifically describing the interests of the user 
(col. 11, lines 1-8). 

As to claim 7, Ceretta further discloses further comprising the steps of: displaying 

a plurality of selectable interest topic fields to the user [ a per 
defined number of educational categories (topics) are displayed in the web page as 
hyperlinks (col. 1 1 , lines 32-45); and 

receiving user selections of at least one of said plurality of the interest topics 
included in said selectable interest topic fields (col. 1 1 , lines 54-64). 

As to claim 8, Ceretta further discloses wherein said step of receiving user 
selections of at least one of said plurality of selectable interest topic fields further 
includes the step of limiting the selection of said selectable interest topic fields to a 
predetermined maximum number of interest topic fields. 

As to claim 20, Ceretta further discloses further comprising the steps of: 

receiving a user request to view a bookstore (col. 15, lines 34-38). 

generating a recommended book list based upon said received personal 
information (col. 15, lines 34-40); and 

displaying said recommended book list to the user (col. 15, lines 40-43). 

As to claim 21 , refer to claim 20 rejection. Ceretta further discloses a chat room 
(newsroom) (col. 15, lines 34-38). 

As to claim 22, refer to claim 1 rejection. 

As to claim 23, refer to claim 2 rejection. 
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As to claim 27, refer to claim 6 rejection. 
As to claim 28, refer to claim 7 rejection. 
As to claim 29, refer to claim 8 rejection. 
As to claim 41 , refer to claim 20 rejection. 
As to claim 42, refer to claim 21 rejection. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.SC 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 3, 5,9,24,26, 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ceretta ( US Patent 6,370,355 ). 

As to claim 3, Ceretta discloses that personal information includes user names, 
address etc , but not limited to this information (col. 7, lines 15-21). 

Ceretta does not disclose wherein said community information includes family 
status/age information. 

Using age and family status as part of the personal information is well known and 
conventional and would be used for conventional reasons such as to provide statistical 
data or user profiles. 

As to claim 5, Ceretta discloses that personal information is provided via 
electronic information surveys (col. 11, lines 7-8). 
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Ceretta does not disclose wherein said menu of descriptive community identifiers 
includes: a single and starting out identifier; a married without children identifier; a 
children at home identifier; a single and established identifier; an empty nester identifier; 
and a retired identifier. 

However, it is well known and conventional in electronic information surveys to 
query the user about family status by providing many options to select his or her status 
from it. Providing descriptive family status would be used for conventional reasons such 
as to provide statistical data or user profiles. 

As to claim 24, refer to claim 3 rejection. 

As to claim 9, Ceretta discloses wherein said predetermined maximum number is 
six (col. 11, lines 29-30). 

Four topic field is within the claimed six topic fields. 

As to claim 30, refer to claim 9 rejection. 
10. Claims 18,39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ceretta ( US Patent 6,370,355 ) in view of Eldering et al. ( US Patent 6,457,010 ). 

As to claim 1 8, Ceretta discloses further comprising the steps of: 

receiving a user request to register with said content provider (col. 10, 
lines 15-20) ; 

receiving user information from said user, wherein said user information 
includes unique identification information (col. 10, lines 20-27); 
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Ceretta discloses acquiring personal information and personal interest of the user 
(col. 11, lines 1-8, col. 12, line 18-22), and stores them on a server database (col. 7, 
lines 15-35). 

Ceretta does not discloses generating a unique user profile including said user 
information. 

Eldering discloses a subscriber characterization system that obtain a user profile 
over a viewing session and generates a unique user profile (col. 4, lines 34-51 ). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Eldering's teachings to modify the method of Ceretta by 
generating a unique user profile in order to determine the user's interest based on the 
users demographics and preferences. 

As to claim 39, refer to claim 1 8 rejection. 
1 1 . Claims 43-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ceretta ( US Patent 6,370,355 )as applied to claim 1 above and further in view of Wical 
et al. ( US Patent 6, 101 ,51 5). 

As to claim 43, [ As best understood by the Examiner] Ceretta does not disclose 
wherein the descriptive community identifiers in the menu are respectively associated 
with a hierarchy of interest topics, the hierarchy varying between different descriptive 
community identifiers and wherein the hierarchy controls a sequence in which the 
interest topics are presented to the user. 

Wical discloses a learning system that processes content and classifies the 
content based on the use of the terminology in the document set (content) (col. 7, lines 
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24-31). The content is classified in a hierarchy (col. 8, lines 9-12). A user interface 
allows the user to select the terminology and displays the classified category to 
the user (col. 17, lines 26-35). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Wical's teachings to modify the method of Ceretta by 
associating the descriptive community identifiers with a hierarchy of interest topics 
and display the topics of interest to the user based on the hierarchy in order to 
automatically categorize the topics of the interest in a hierarchy and display it to the 
user in the order of the user's interest. 

As to claim 44, [ As best understood by the Examiner] Ceretta further discloses 
wherein the hierarchy is adjusted based on interest topics, previously selected by the 
user (col. 20, lines 36-56). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

12. Claims 10-16,17,19,31-35,36-37,38,40 are objected to as being dependent upon 
a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

13. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hieu Le whose telephone number is (703) 306-3101 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey, can be reached on (703) 305-9703. The fax phone number for 
this Group is (703) 308-9051. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703)305-3900. ^ J 



Hieu Le 




